
In the context of young democracies, the project examines how inequality-related
negative consequences shape elite attitudes toward redistributive policies. The
power to solve inequality-related challenges lies in the hands of the elites who
benefit from them. Elite coalitions in favour of redistribution are possible. They
tend to occur under particular sets of non-ideological motivations, such as when
inequality becomes a source of problems for those at the top.

In terms of method – an interdisciplinary team of social scientists will generate
estimates of elite attitudes across countries and time. This data will be
contrasted with data about inequality and its consequences. The resulting dataset
will allow the scientists to estimate the association between inequality,
consequences, and redistribution. 

Concomitantly, the project will focus on cases where redistributive policies were
implemented following the effect of inequality on elites. Case studies will
combine the traditions of archival research in Political History with Bayesian
estimations of confidence for causal analysis. The case studies will address
redistributive land reforms in Brazil and Chile and the implementation of cash
transfer programs in Brazil, South Africa, and Uruguay.
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