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SHRINKING SPACE FOR SRHR AND CIVIL SOCIETY: 
HOW CAN NGOS RECLAIM THEIR SPACE?
 

Globally, governments are pushing back against movements for gender equality and a variety of lived sexuality. Discriminatory environments have 
significantly reduced the civic space of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), journalists and public media which play a crucial role in promoting sexual 
and reproductive health and rights by raising issues of perceived injustice in society. This event seeks to formulate strategies to recover the space 
needed for CSOs.

This event is held under the Chatham House Rule, and therefore, “participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor the 
affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed”. Please note that recording of the event, or any part of it, is not permitted 
as part of the application of the Rule.



	 WELCOME	&	INTRODUCTORY	REMARKS

 Michaela Told, Executive Director, Global Health Centre, 
 the Graduate Institute

 Christina de	Vries, Senior Health Expert, Cordaid

	 PANEL	DISCUSSION	WITH	Q&A

 Deepa Venkatachalam, Director, Sama Resources Group for 
 Women and Health and People’s Health Movement

 Muriel Weyermann, Programme Manager Chad, 
 Women’s Hope International

 Felipe Sere, Public Health Officer, Memisa Belgium

 Ruben Pages, Youth Programmes Coordinator, Community 
 Support, Social Justice and Inclusion Department, UNAIDS

 CLOSING	REMARKS

 Martin Leschhorn	Strebel, Director, Network Medicus 
 Mundi Switzerland 

 Moderator of the event: Michaela Told



For more information, please visit:
 graduateinstitute.ch/GHC-SRHR-24may

or contact: globalhealth@graduateinstitute.ch

Medicus Mundi International - Network Health for All (MMI) promotes knowledge sharing and mutual learning between actors in 
international health cooperation. MMI provides autonomous, sustainable and stimulating spaces for the analysis and debate of 
global health and promotes platforms for joint civil society advocacy, with a focus on the World Health Organization. The technical 
fields of work build on the character of MMI as an open, inclusive network. Read more at www.medicusmundi.org

The below MMI member organisations are co-sponsors of this event:

https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/GHC-SRHR-24may

