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GRADUATE INSTITUTE  
OF INTERNATIONAL AND 
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

“Combining a long history of expertise and excellence with innovation, the Graduate 
Institute’s Executive Education provides professionals with the tools to advance 

their careers and lead their organisations in world affairs. Our programmes incorporate 
high-quality teaching and cutting-edge research to develop creative thinking and 
responsible solutions for the challenges of our world.”  

Professor Cédric DUPONT 
Director of Executive Education
Professor of Political Science



WE OFFER HIGHER LEARNING  
FOR PROFESSIONALS 

	 International Negotiation and Policy-Making
	 Development Policies and Practice 
	 Advocacy in International Affairs
	 Asian Affairs
	 Oil and Gas Leadership 

	 Multilateral Diplomacy 
	 Global Health Diplomacy
	 Conflict and Peacebuilding
	 Environmental Governance
	 Global Migration

Degree-granting Programmes

http://graduateinstitute.ch/executive

For professionals looking for a degree-granting programme in order to advance their career and gain further expertise in a 
specific area while continuing working. 
Our Executive Masters (Diploma of Advanced Studies, 30 ECTS) and Executive Certificates (Certificate of Advanced Studies,  
16 ECTS) are designed in a part-time format over a period of six to nine months and lead to internationally and professionally 
recognised diplomas.

See enclosed flyers for more information on each programme.

Short Programmes

For professionals looking to develop their skills and update their knowledge in specific areas of international affairs, but not 
necessarily to earn a degree. The intensive and targeted short programmes last from a few days to a few weeks.

Customised Programmes

For organisations facing ever-increasing challenges in a fast-moving international environment. The customised programmes aim 
to develop organisations’ capacities. They address organisations’ specific training needs in international affairs and development 
issues over a period of one day to a few weeks.

Thematic Expertise
Our programmes offer flexible solutions to different training needs in the following areas:



EDUCATION ON WORLD AFFAIRS  
THAT MEETS YOUR NEEDS

Our Programmes are

	 Flexible 
They are specifically designed to give intensive exposure to 
key topics in world affairs while allowing participants to 
carry on their professional careers.

	 Pragmatic
In addition to giving crucial theoretical background, our 
courses focus on providing practical skills with concrete 
applications.

	 Diverse and Cosmopolitan
We foster interaction between the public and private 
sectors. Our community is truly international. Lecturers and 
participants come from all over the world.

	 Independent
Executive Education draws on the Institute’s research 
expertise in a wide variety of global issues.

	 Connected to World Affairs
Participants benefit from the Institute’s network of over 
10,000 worldwide alumni, 100 public events every year, 
unique ties to international organisations and an impressive 
collection of works covering international relations and 
development.

	 A Bridge to International Expertise
The Graduate Institute’s Executive Education activities are 
supported by a network of academic, public and private 
partners in Switzerland and throughout the world.

http://graduateinstitute.ch/executive

Our Institute is quality certified by the Swiss Certification Label for Continuing Education (EduQua) and by the Swiss Center of 
Accreditation and Quality Assurance in Higher Education (OAQ).



PARTICIPANTS FROM  
DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS

Profiles

Our participants seek a broad understanding of world affairs 
which encompasses both public and business-related 
challenges. Our diverse alumni community includes diplomats, 
civil servants and executives from the private, public and 

non-profit sectors. They range from junior to mid-level 
professionals and share a common commitment to grasping 
the challenges facing our world. 

Simone Aeschlimann (Switzerland)
Personnel Manager and Human Resource Focal Point 
for the Horn of Africa at the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) 

“After only one module in the Executive Master in Inter-
national Negotiation and Policy-Making programme,  

I already noticed the impact on my every day work. I am able 
to better understand background information and the politi-
cal aspects indirectly influencing my current activities. Hence, 
I am also in a position to use these additional insights mean-
ingfully in my duties and interactions with people at all levels. 
The interaction with the other participants from all over the 
world is refreshing and enriching. The level of the lecturers 
is impressive and the programme is well structured. It is a 
pleasure to go to every lecture! Studying while still working 
is an additional attractive benefit the programme offers.”

New Zin Win (Myanmar)
Alumni, Executive Master in Development Studies 
Programme Director, NGO Pyi Gyi Khi

“After having obtained my diploma, I was appointed as 
Programme Director of the NGO Pyi Gyi Khi which works 

to advance the health of women and children at the grass-
roots level. The Executive Education programme made me a 
better leader, strengthened my management skills and 
improved my ability to make sound decisions. I am now more 
confident to lead my NGO.”

28% Switzerland

24% Asia

16% Europe

12% North America

8% Africa

8% Central America

4% South America

Participants’ origins

28% Business & Management

20% Social Sciences

16% International Affairs

16% Law

4% Finance

16% Other

Employment by sector



Contact Information

Our Location

Email: executive@graduateinstitute.ch 
Phone: +41.22.908.57.62
Web: http://graduateinstitute.ch/executive

Mailing address: Executive Education 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies
P.O. Box 136 – 1211 Geneva 21 
Address: Rue de Lausanne 132, 1202 Geneva

The Executive Education team is available to provide detailed information about all of our programmes.

The Graduate Institute’s Executive Education building, Villa Barton, 
is located on the shores of Lake Geneva in a scenic park next 
door to the World Trade Organization and a short distance from 
numerous prominent international organisations.

By plane: 15 minutes from the Geneva Airport “Cointrin”
By train: 15 minutes walk from Geneva’s main station “Cornavin”
By bus 1 from “Cornavin” station to bus stop “Sécheron”: 10 minutes
By car: Parking is available.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION



Well-established Reputation

Strategic Location

The Graduate Institute is an institution of research and 
higher education dedicated to the cross-cutting fields of 
international relations and development studies. Through 
our core activities, we develop creative thinking on world 
affairs and foster global responsibility. We are a cosmopolitan 
community located at the heart of an international centre 

of multilateral governance preparing policy-makers to lead 
tomorrow’s world.

The Institute offers postgraduate-level teaching (Master and 
PhD), thematic research on important global issues, executive 
education and forums for forward-looking reflection. 

Our location, Geneva, is home to many of the world’s prominent 
international organisations, hundreds of non-governmental 
organisations as well as numerous headquarters of leading 
multinational companies, making it an ideal place to study, 
teach and research global issues.

THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE, GENEVA


